
 

 

Solidarity with Wilson - Stop RacialProfiling and police violence 

Wilson A. was brutally beaten by the police during an identity 

check. It was enough for him to be out in the evening, taking 

a tram, and black, for the police to take him out of the tram 

without any explanation. Wilson A. nearly lost his life. If you 

thought police officers were immediately reprimanded for 

malpractice, you’d be wrong. Wilson A. and his lawyer have 

been fighting for more than 8 years to see the police officers 

prosecuted. They are still working to this day.  

We know Wilson is no exception and is a perfect example of how police violence and 

abuse of office are tolerated and concealed. Human rights organisations have been 

demanding this problem be taken seriously for years. Not much has improved; the 

Alliance against Racial Profiling has overseen more than 50 cases of racial profiling in 

court since 2016. The police don’t want to hear about racial profiling as an institutional 

problem and are ignoring it, instead of tackling it seriously. If the police cannot be held 

accountable for their malpractice, cases of discrimination and racist practice will 

continue to spread.  

Conducting an identity check on the basis of someone’s skin colour is racial profiling. 

Racial profiling leads to a situation where part of society are no longer presumed to be 

innocent, but rather are always presumed to be guilty. The constant fear of being 

stopped and checked by the police, and embarrassed, without having done anything, is 

a huge psychological burden. In Wilson’s case, this almost lead to his death.  

The Autonomous School Zurich has been engaged in fighting this 

form of structural violence and institutional racism for a long time 

and we support Wilson during his trial.   

Wilson’s trial stands for all those who were forced into silence.  

We are on Wilson’s side.  

 

On 10th of April at 7.30am in front of the district court, Wengistrasse, 28, 8004 Zurich.  

Autonome Schule Zürich 


